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The events of July 1983 are 
poignant for the entire Tamil 
population around the world. 
Between July 24 and 29, 
Tamils were systematically 
targeted with violence in Co-
lombo and many other parts 

 of Sri Lanka 
 
Sri Lankan Governments offi-
cials categorized the violence 
as uncontrollable race riots 
instigated by the killing of 13 
Sinhala soldiers on the night 
of July 23. However, history 
and the course of events dur-
ing Black July illustrate the Sri 
Lankan Government‟s undeni-
able involvement in the geno-
cidal acts against Tamils. 
 
July 24 (Day 1): At 1 o‟clock 
in the morning of July 24, the 
army rounded up hundreds of 
Tamils in Trincomalee, Man-
nar, and Vavuniya in the 
Northeast who had fled the 
anti-Tamil riots of 1977 and 
1981. These Tamils were forci-
bly taken and left without pos-
sessions in the central hills. 
Before the riots broke out in 
Colombo, the army in Jaffna 
went on rampage killing 51 
innocent Tamil civilians. In 
Trincomalee, similar violence 
broke out as members of the 
Navy randomly shot at civil-
ians and burnt down Tamil 
property. 
 
In the evening in Colombo, 
the state funeral was being 
organized for the soldiers. 
Thousands of people arrived 
at the cemetery but the bodies 
failed to appear. After waiting 
several hours, much of the 
crowd objecting the burial in 
Kanatte and demanded the 
bodies to be returned to the 
next of kin. As the large crowd 
began to leave the grave, a 
new group of people 

(identified as government 
gangs) entered the Borella 
junction and raised anti–Tamil 
cries. As the anti-government 
cry subsided and anti-Tamil 
cries became dominant, arson 
and murdering of Tamils 
broke out. 
. 
July 25 (Day 2): After the 
midnight lull, mobs were led 
by people with voter registra-
tion lists in hand torched 
Tamil homes, looted and de-
stroyed Tamil businesses. All 
traffic was searched, and any 
Tamils found were killed, 
maimed, or burned alive. Cyril 
Matthew, Minister of Indus-
tries, was witnessed directly 
pinpointing shops to be 
b u r n e d  d o w n . 
Many policemen were de-
ployed throughout the city; 
however, they tacitly stood 
and watched on. Witnesses 
recall lorry loads of armed 
troops leisurely waving to 
looters who waved greetings 
back. Curfew was only de-
clared by the President late in 
afternoon after the worst was 
over. However, the violence 
continued unabated. Tens of 
thousands of Tamils who 
were homeless, sought refu-
gee in schools and places of 
worship. 
 
In Welikade prison, 35 Tamil 
political prisoners who were 
awaiting trail under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act, 
were massacred by Sinhalese 
prisoners with the complicity 
of jail guards using spikes, 
clubs and iron rods.The vio-
lence spread rapidly through-
out the country, engulfing 
towns like Gampaha, Kalu-
tara, Kandy, Matale, Nuwara 
Eliya and Trincomalee. One 
town was completely wiped 
out - the Indian Tamil town 
of Kandapola, near Nuwara 
Eliya 
. 
July 26 (Day 3): Government 

imposed a strict censorship of media reporting on the anti-Tamil 
violence. Word spread of Sri Lanka‟s state of disorder as eye 
witness accounts and photographs taken by returning tourists 
illustrated the scale of violence. They described how Tamil mo-
torists were dragged out of their vehicles and hacked to pieces 
while others were drenched with petrol and and set alight in full 
view of the security forces. The International Airport in Co-
lombo was closed. 

Black July-Read History  
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All Things Black Since Black July 
THE SUNDAY LEADER-by Kusal Perera 

It was exactly 27 years ago this day. The day was a Poya Sunday. 
Late Saumyamoorthy Thondaman, the respected plantation sec-
tor trade unionist and political leader, on a short visit to Chennai 
immediately after, was quoted in Tamil Nadu media as having 
said that in Sri Lanka, “It is Sunday sil – Monday kill”. 
It was a day when my parental house was cramped full with 
about 50 men, women and children, wanting refuge and security. 
All, neighbours and ordinary Tamil families, with whom we grew 
together from our infancy. With whom we played, went to 
school, quarrelled and made friends the next day. Long time 
neighbours in Rath-
nakara Place, whose 
houses were being 
looted and burnt, 
while my parents 
we re  he l p le s s ly 
watching two whole 
days, trying desper-
ately to find a way 
out to move them to 

safety. More 

 

http://www.blackjuly83.com/index.htm
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/07/25/all-things-black-since-black-july/
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Australian Tamil youth runs for Federal Senate 
It is with great pride we inform you that Ms. Brami Jegan has been selected to 

run for Federal Senate. She is now third on the Greens Senate ticket. To our 

knowledge, this is the first time an Australian Tamil has run for Senate. Brami, 

we are very proud of you and we commend you for bravely stepping forward to 

serve our Australian community. We wish you the very best in your endeavour! 

 

Australian Tamil youth runs 
for Federal Senate 
The Australian-Drew Warne-Smith 

 
"I know, my background is a bit different," the 
 newly anointed Greens Senatecandidate says 
with a laugh. "But I've got nothing to hide. I'm 
 here because I want to contribute to our soci-
ety." Read More 

First of all a big thank you to all those who 
 have sent messages of support to Tamils for 
Greens. 
 As you may be aware, Tamils for Greens is 
advocating the Greens Party for the upcoming 
2010 Federal election in both the Senate and 
House of Representatives.  
  
We are asking for your support to 'Vote 1 the 
 Greens'! 

 Stay up to date on our blog at 
www.tamilsforgreens.wordpress.com  

contact us at: Tamilsfogreens@gmail.com 

Message from Tamils for Greens 

The Australian Tamil Congress (ATC) is the national body of Australian Tamils. We encourage positive participation of Tamils in the 
Australian society, and highlight issues of importance to Tamils living in this country. 

One of our key objectives is to encourage the Australian government and opposition parties to champion the rule of law and human 
rights in Sri Lanka, which will lead to a permanent resolution of the Tamil issue in that country. 

The Federal election on 21 August 2010 is an opportune time for ATC members to be involved with our political activities. 

The ATC political team has commenced our political lobbying for this election period. 

ATC will support all the candidates who have been sympathetic and supportive towards our issues. Some Federal politicians have 
openly expressed their support for our issues in Parliament and have passed motions that address our concerns. Some have given up 
their valuable time to work with us and guide us through the maze of Australian politics. The time is right for us show them our ap-
preciation. 

Australian Tamils have some basic, humane expectations from their politicians and the Australian government, and these are articu-
lated below. Fundamentally, ATC expects the Tamil community to be consulted in formulating Australian foreign policy towards Sri 
Lanka.  

ATC policy focuses on six major issues and seeks the endorsement from candidates who are contesting this election for: 

The willingness to impress upon Sri Lanka the need to release all detained individuals held in military-run camps, and to allow  
independent monitors such as ICRC access to them; 

Active involvement through the provision of direct aid and support for international efforts in the re-settlement of the dis-
placed and reconstruction of basic infrastructure in North-East Sri Lanka; 

The willingness to impress upon Sri Lanka the need to take meaningful steps to promote reconciliation, rather than taking 
steps to change the Tamil identity in the North-East of the country; 

The adoption of a humanitarian approach towards all persons seeking refuge in Australia; 

Open endorsement for an independent international investigation into war crimes during the last stages of the war; and Ac-
tive support for the facilitation, by international actors, of a constructive dialogue between the GoSL and elected Tamil repre-
sentatives that is aimed at achieving a durable political solution. 

The ATC political team needs many volunteers to support our campaign work. Donations are also being collected to be 
distributed to various candidates. If you are interested in making a donation, please call us on 1300 660 629 or email 
rsvp@australiantamilcongress.com and we will direct you to your electorate coordinator.  

Senate Greens candidate Brami Jegan, a former banker and journalist, at  
Sydney's Darling Harbour. Picture: Amos Aikman *Source:* The Australian 

ATC- National Political Team’s Report 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/politics/tamil-refugee-seeks-senate-seat/story-e6frgczf-1225890477817
http://www.tamilsforgreens.wordpress.com/
http://gmail.com/
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Australian Tamil Congress’s First National Annual General Meeting 

The first Annual General Meeting of the ATC was held in Melbourne on Saturday, 17 July 2010. Over 150 people, including the in-
terim office bearers from various states, took part in this first ever national meeting of the ATC which had its inauguration on 15th 
August 2009. 

The meeting began at 2.30 pm with the observance of one minute silence followed by the lighting of the traditional lamp.  

 

The Chairman Dr Raj Rajeswaran welcomed the audience. He broadly outlined the purpose of the ATC, its achievements hitherto, 
the need for unity among us, and the necessity to work with the Tamil parliamentarians in Sri Lanka to achieve our goals in the long 
run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was followed by the Secretary‟s Report. Mr Kamal Nathan in his speech covered matters relating to the setting up of interim 
Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Membership Development Council and Constitution Committee. He said that, in all, 
Board of Directors and the Executive Committee held 19 meetings for the period ended 31 March 2010, almost all of them via tele-
conference. He also described in general the appointments of the Director of Public Relations, Political Coordinator and the Project 
Coordinator for Settlement of Refugees and Migrants.  
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ATC’s First Annual General meeting –cont 

The Treasurer, Prof. Thas Nirmalathas, presented the financial report..  In his speech he highlighted that ATC invested  in Public 
Relations and Awareness Raising activities, to position ATC, to enhance its public visibility as the voice for the Australian Tamil 
Community and to advance its clear and consistent messages to politicians, media and wider community. More than 50% of the 
cost was contributed by members through a special fund created specifically specifically for these projects.   Prof. Nirmalathas said 
that the Australian Tamil Community should renew its commitment to the Tamil Cause and extend their full-hearted support to the 
ATC for it to play a critical role in making a difference to our people back home. He added that for ATC to remain a powerful and 
viable organisation, all Tamils in Australia should join ATC helping to achieve a membership base of at least 5000 across all over 
Australia. 

The Treasurer‟s speech was followed by a presentation by the Director of Public Relations, Dr Sam Pari. She described in detail 
how the PR Team set about ending the debilitating image of the Tamil Diaspora. A concerted effort of political lobbying and com-
munity awareness was required to advocate the release of the 300,000 Tamil civilians locked up by the Sri Lanka military behind 
barbed wire fences, and the ATC needed to engage the services of PR professionals to train our PR Team to achieve these objec-
tives. A healthy relationship with representatives of all sides of politics had become difficult with the demonising of the recent boat 
people for political gains. Dr Pari said that highlighting the needs of genuine asylum seekers fleeing persecution and injustice 
unleashed by the Sri Lankan regime will continue, as the only way to stop the asylum seekers leaving Sri Lanka is to address the root 
causes of the ethnic conflict, and Australia can play a genuinely positive role on this matter. She went on to list some of the achieve-
ments of the PR Team, the need for greater communication with our members and the importance of increasing the membership 
number in order to achieve the ATC‟s goals sooner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Political Affairs Group Report was then presented by Dr. K. Mukunthan.  He elaborated the specific objectives of the 
group which included: 

* Setting the political direction - reflecting the aspirations of Tamils living in Australia and Sri Lanka 

* Strategic positioning and effective collaboration with other like-minded Tamil organisations functioning in Australia 
and overseas 

* Conducting lobbying with senior government ministers, officials, Parliamentarians, and special interest groups, and 

* Building partnership with political and human rights groups in Australia and overseas, and work cooperatively in 
forums and other tasks of common interest. 

The ATC caucus meeting held in Melbourne in December 2009 led to the development of a „Blueprint for a Peaceful Sri Lanka‟, 
which was launched at the Australian Parliament House in Canberra in June this year. The blueprint contains the short, medium 
and long term political objectives and strategies for ATC, which includes „Economic empowerment of Eelam Tamils‟, „Building 
political capacity of Eelam Tamils‟ and „Architecting a political solution and lobbying‟. A copy of the blueprint was handed to the 
participants. Dr. Mukunthan highlighted the various actions taken by the group so far, working cohesively and objectively, including 
maintaining collaboration with other prominent Australians, academics, lawyers, human rights/trade union/refugee activists and 
church leaders across all states. 
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The „Question and Answer‟ session followed and Mr Antony Gratian, the ATC Victorian Media Officer, acted as a moderator for 
this session. The questions varied from resettlement of Tamils who fled their homes in Vanni and are prevented from getting back to 
their lands by the government, to boycotting Sri Lanka, financial accounts, Christmas Island and refugees, and how best the ATC 
membership number can be improved. All questions were answered by the appropriate office bearers to the best of their knowledge. 
There was general consensus among the participants that although a great deal of work has been done, a lot more needs to be done 
to achieve the ultimate objectives of the ATC.   

The Returning Officer, Dr. Easwaran Kanapathipillai drew the attention of members to the list of suggested amendments to the con-
stitution which were sent with Annual Report. As there were no objections to the proposed amendments, the Returning Officer de-
clared that the amendments were accepted unanimously.    

The election of Chairman and Vice Chairman then followed. The Returning Officer read out the joint ticket nominations received at 
the close of nomination on 16th of June 2010. As there was only one nomination for each position, the Returning Officer declared 
that Raj Rajewaran and Paul Rajeswaran were elected as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively, unanimously. 

Dr. Kanapathipillai congratulated the duo and thanked all the executive officers and others for their dedication in making the ATC 
for what it is today.   

The re-elected Chairman thanked everyone for making the first national AGM of the Australian Tamil Congress a great success.  

In the concluding speech, the Victorian Chapter Chairman Mr S Pathmalinkam thanked everyone present and the speakers in particu-
lar, who made such an elaborate presentation of the ATC activities over the last 10 months. He explained to the audience about the 
current politico-military situation in the northeast of Sri Lanka and our responsibility to our brothers and sisters who are languishing 
desperately in their home land. He made a passionate appeal to the audience who are not yet members of the ATC, to participate and 
support in all its activities, and motivate ATC to achieve its objectives.  

Mr Jude Prakash acted as the master of ceremonies, and the entire event was broadcast live on the „Inpath Thamil Oli‟ radio to listen-
ers through out Australia and New Zealand.  

 

Good Morning All 

 

 I had the privilege of attending the Annual Gen-
eral  Meeting Yesterday at Melbourne. 

 I have no doubt the entire team of ATC working 
very very hard for our Tamil Community. 

The Meeting was very satisfied. The principles 
and the motives of ATC was clearly explained by 
the President and by others. 

 Thanks for regularly sending the updated infor-
mation's (ATC Web Site), News Letters, etc all 
the time. 

 I like to express  my sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to all of you . 

 I am proud of being a member with Australian 
Tamil Congress. 

Best wishes and Congratulations for all of you on 
your every success. 

 

A MEMBER 

 

Message from a member in Victoria 

Dear ATC Office holders, 

 I received your Annual Report few days ago and wanted to give 
you some feedback. Firstly I want to give you my warmest con-
gratulations for achieving this milestone.  

I would also like to comment on how well designed and profes-
sional the annual report looks. I felt immensely proud of being 
a part of ATC when I opened the envelope. I read through the 
annual report in amazement of what ATC has achieved in less 
than a year.  

It was very encouraging to see letters from various Australian 
politicians, this shows the amount of work you have done in 
networking and campaigning to promote our cause.  As a com-
munity ATC has helped us demonstrate to the Australian public 
and politicians, we have come very far from the Tamils who sat 
down George St Sydney and blocked the road in their despera-
tion!! 

I would like to THANK all of you for dedicating numerous 
hours of your personal time, money and intellect in making 
ATC a success. Wish you‟ll all the very best for the future 

  

Appreciation from a NSW member 
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Queensland Chapter Report 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 

addresses the Queensland 

Media Club (June 4th) 

The Queensland Media 

Club, representing the 

Queensland Parliamentary 

Media Gallery and the Me-

dia Entertainment and Arts 

Alliance, invited us to join 

The Hon Kevin Rudd MP, 

Prime Minister of Australia, 

at a luncheon on Friday 4 

June 2010 at the Sofitel 

Brisbane. 

Queensland Director and 

the Interim Chapter Presi-

dent represented ATC at 

the session. ATC delivered 

a letter to the PM via his 

staff. 

Dinner with Hon Greg 
Combet AM MP, Minister 
Assisting the Minister for 
Climate Change and En-
ergy Efficiency; Minister 
for Defence Materiel and 
Science and former Secre-
tary of the ACTU (8th of 
July) 
 
7 ATC members partici-
pated in the Federal Labor 
member for Moreton Gra-
ham Perrett MP‟s election 

campaign where the special guest 
was Hon Greg Combet. ATC 
members had a brief discussion 
with the Minister about Tamil 
issues and handed-in a letter 
which he said will give to the For-
eign Minister. A Special “thank 
you” to Peter Evans, one of ATC 
QLD Chapter advocacy group 
member for his contribution to 
the discussions at the function. 
 
L U NC HT IME  P RO TE ST 
AGAINST "EAST TIMOR SO-
LUTION" (July 9th)  
 
ATC participated with other refu-
gee advocacy groups at the event 
organised by the Refuge Action 
Collective (Qld) to condemn Aus-
tralian Governments new direc-
tion for processing asylum seekers 
that was held outside the Depart-
ment of Immigration & Citizen-
ship office in the city. 
 
Speakers included: Andrew Bart-
lett, Greens candidate for the Fed-
eral seat of Brisbane and Fr Pan 
Jordan. 
 
Evening with Hon Senator John 
Faulkner, Minister for Defence 
and former National President of 
the ALP (12th of July) 
 

The ATC QLD Director at-
tended an evening with Sena-
tor John Faulkner at the invi-
tation of Federal member for 
Brisbane Hon Arch Bevis.  
 
He requested the Senator to 

distinguish immigration and 

asylum seeker issues sepa-

rately, and to have a humane 

approach to the refugee issue 

after the election given the 

current sensitivity. Senator 

supported Qld Director‟s view 

and stated that both Govern-

ment and the opposition are 

putting both issues together 

and are confusing the wider 

community. This has stirred 

some racial elements within 

the wider community. 

Minister in his speech said that 

only a Labor government can 

ensure a fair hearing to all in 

the community including the 

marginalised and the affected 

people, be in Australia or 

overseas. 

World Refugee Week(WRW) 

 “Candlelight Walk and Lan-
tern Parade – Freedom from 
fear” in South Bank, Brisbane 
was hosted as part of Word 

Refugee Week and several 
l which was attended by 
0ver 1500 people and 
several  ATC representa-
tives attended the event.  
ATC representatives in 
Queensland had the op-
portunity to meet where 
Hon Laurie Ferguson MP 
(Parliamentary Secretary, 
Multicultural Affairs).Mr 
Ferguson was impressed 
by the  launch of the blue-
print of ATC  in the Fed-
eral  Parliament in Can-
berra and commented it 
was a good step in the 
right direction.  
QLD ATC participated in 

the WRW event at Bris-

bane Square on 20 June 

2010, where more than 10 

human rights advocacy 

groups participated in-

cluding Australian Greens 

party. The event was or-

ganised by the World 

Refugee Day organising 

committee. ATC Queen-

sland was one of the or-

ganising members in the 

committee and some of 

the recent Tamil arrivals 

too participated on this 

occasion. 

South Australian Chapter Report 
South Australian Chapter is reporting after two months break, because a deci-
sion was made at the Chapter level reporting be done when substantiative 
information is available. The reporting covers the two months period of May 
and June 2010. 

 

For the Remembrance week 15 to 22 May 2010 was jointly organized with 
Ceylon Tamil Association of SA, at the joint meeting a decision was decided 
to organize three events: tree planting, Candle light vigil and the Remem-
brance Day on 22 May, like in most of the other chapters. These events were 
organized to get different sections of the community to get involved in 
events of their choices.  Tree planting community project was organized as a 
method of remembering those who died and at the same time as a commu-
nity service. Trees were planted in the Auldana nature reserve in the Burnside 
Council area of South Australia.  The candle light vigil was to be held on 18 
May, to remember the dead on the day the war came to an end, unfortunately 
because of the unique situation in Adelaide where city businesses are closed 
in the night during the middle of the week, the vigil was organized on Friday 
21 May 2010. 

Group Participation in Tree Planting 15 May 
2010 
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South Australian Chapter Report cont…. 

 The Remembrance Day public meeting was organized 
on 22 May 2010 and it was well attended by over 150 
people, which was a significant number for a small Tamil 
community in South Australia. Federal and state parlia-
mentarians and candidates attended the function to-
gether with a dozen or more Australians from main 
stream Australia. The events started with observing a 
minute silence for those who died in the conflict, lighting 
of the traditional lamp and singing of two of Barathiar‟s 
nationalistic songs.  

This was followed by a brief speech and short video 
presentation of events and destruction caused in the last 
stages of the conflict in the North East Sri Lanka, which 
made a sympathetic impression on the audience. The 
substance and tone of speeches made by Senator Sarah 
Hanson Young and Ms Vickie Chapman State parlia-
mentarian showed that they were touched by the pro-
grams at the meeting. Both speakers made a great im-
pression on the audience by reflecting on their personal 
experience with the refugees and relating to them.  

To top it all, a ten minutes video presentation of events 
of last three months of military conflict was presented 
with sombre music which created a mellowed ambience, 
from the comments and interest to get a copy of the 
video showed, all events made the desired impact. 

One hour was allocated for the discussion between dignitaries and the 
participants, everyone enjoyed the delicious finder food and the op-
portunity to talk with special guests . Senator Sarah Hanson-Young 
told us that she will be moving a motion regarding the alleged war 
crimes during the last stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka,  she fulfilled 
her commitment by getting a resolution unanimously passed in the 
Australian Senate on 24 June 2010. ATC SA chapter has always made 
an effort to send hard copies of ATC newsletter and other informa-
tion to South Australian Politicians, this action helped most of them 
to be kept informed of events about Tamil issues and had the right 
influence at the right time on some of them. 

South Australian Chapter Annual General Meeting was held on 26 
June 2010, like in every other Chapter, getting a good attendance at 
these meetings remains a problem, because of general apathy of 
Tamils to politics. Nevertheless, most of the positions were filled ex-
cept the position of Vice President; Media officer position was left 
unfilled because of impending changes. 

Currently, SA chapter is working on identifying candidates to support 
in the forth coming Federal Parliamentary Election. 

Senator Sarah Hanson-Young and Ms Vickie Chap-

ATC Media Team 
Dr Sam Pari addresses International Conference 

 

Dr Sam Pari was an invited to be a panelest at the Interna-

tional Peace Research Association Annual Conference held at 

University of Sydney 

She also presented a paper on Sri Lanka's Breach of Interna-

tional Law and participated in a discussion on Understanding 

Ethnic and Secessionist Movements conducted by the Internal 

Conflicts Commission.  

Her participation was well received and her invitation to ad-

dress the audience allowed Sri Lanka's appalling human rights 

record to be discussed in an international arena. 
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Western Australian Chapter Report 

ATC representatives attended a fund raising lunch in 

support of Mr Chas Hopkins for the seat of Cowan, a 

very marginal (1%) seat at the last election. The Hon 

Senator Penny Wong was the chief guest at the event. 

It was a good opportunity meets several key politicians 

and policy makers. 

 

Dr Raj Rajeswaran was invited to meet Dr Mike 

Nahan, MLA-  Liberal member for Riverton at his elec-

toral office on 21 July 2010. He was quite knowledge-

able of the current situation in Sri Lanka and was very 

understanding of the boat people issue and ATC‟s 

stand on the Liberal position. He wanted to be rou-

tinely updated on developments in Sri Lanka. 

 

ATC representatives touched base with Senator Louise 

Pratt to thank her for her support to the Tamil commu-

nity during the past years and discussed the Blueprint 

document. 

 

Dr Rajeswaran and Mr Selvendra of ATC met with Mr 

Tim Hammond-Labor candidate for Swan (ALP lost by 

165 votes in the last election) for coffee and contributed on an indi-

vidual basis for the campaign fund. 

 

A meeting has been arranged for the first week in August to meet 

with former state minister Alannah McTiernan now contesting the 

federal seat of Canning, Perth to articulate ATC‟s position for the 

federal election and also to give a donation on behalf of ATC for the 

election campaign. 

ATC representatives attended a few fundraising events organized for 

Dr Dennis Jensen and  made a substantial donation on an individual 

basis earlier in the year. They also had a meeting with Dr Jensen to 

thank him for his support and his congratulatory message to ATC 

which was included in ATC‟s annual report.  A meeting is also ar-

ranged for the coming week to make a further donation 

 

Several ATC members are in the electorate o Swan and will be at-

tending a fundraising event on 31st July 2010 in support of Tim 

Hammond-Labor candidate for Swan and also to meet with Hon 

Gary Gray, MP for Brand offering assistance and donations for his 

campaigns. 

 

L to R: Richard Tan (Asian Business Week) Aran 
Kandiah (ATC-behind Penny) and Chas Hopkins 
(ALP candidate for Cowan – 1% margin to Liber-
als the last time). 

A message from Global Tamil Forum 

Is your city holding a Boycott Sri Lanka protest on July 31st? The Boycott Sri Lanka teams in the US and UK will picket outside Gap 
and Victoria's Secret stores in multiple cities. It will be great if we can expand our boycott campaign to include cities in other parts of 
the world.  
  
It only takes a handful of people to organize a rally in each city. It can be very effective, fun and satisfying to engage the public out-
side a clothing retailer as part of the campaign. Please us know if you can gather a small group of people to hold a rally in your city. 
We can provide you with information on planning and organizing the protest as well as other collateral that you may need. 
  
We need people who will take the lead and organise these boycott campaigns. Please email us if you are interested in organising a 
boycott event or campaign. 
  
We Need Your Active Participation.,   
Thank you, 
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New South Wales Chapter Report 

ATC Refugee Event 

Australian Tamil Congress-
NSW chapter hosted a refu-
gee week event titled Wel-
come to Australia- Freedom 
from Fear.  

The main objective of the 
event was to welcome refu-
gees to our great country 
and offer support and assis-
tance to the new arrivals 
and to help them develop 
some contacts with the 
communities.  
 
The event was attended by 

ATC members, recent arri-

vals and volunteers from 

the wider community inter-

ested in helping the recent 

One of the recent arrivals deliv-

ered a speech in Tamil which 

was translated by Dr Sam Pari 

highlighting the root cause for 

him to flee his homeland. He 

mentioned freedom was a very 

small word but to experience the 

freedom, it has taken him a life 

time.    

The members of the wider Aus-

tralian Community attending  by 

mingling with recent arrivals and 

others present were able to un-

derstand the  history of Tamil 

struggle  and the unsafe condi-

tions the Tamil Asylum seekers 

fled. 

Here is a comment from a member who attended the 

event : 

 I attended the meeting held by the ATC on 3/7/10 to welcome 

the new refugees to the Australian society and to provide some 

valuable support to them. The outcome was fruitful. It was an 

informal meeting where certain community members extended 

direct help or contacts to help with accommodation, education, 

counseling service, family re-union lawyer service, etc  to the 

refugees who attended the meeting.  I was with one of these new 

arrivals who not only benefitted by the help offered by certain 

individuals but also had a chance to exchange contact details of 

fellow Tamils in the community for networking. 

Representatives from ATC Women’s Advocacy Group at-

tended following: 

An event hosted by UNIFEM titled”A Conversation with the  

NSW Minister for Women”. It was a good opportunity to meet  

The Hon Jodi McKay. 

 

UNIFEM co hosted an event with International women‟s devel-

opment agency (IWDA). The networking activity provided an 

opportunity for peace academics, NGOs. 

Other events 

Several ATC representatives along with representatives from 

Tamils for Greens attended the fundraising dinner for Senator 

Bob Brown to show support to Senator. 

 

Black July Remembrance Event in Parramatta 
 
Dr Sam Pari from ATC was invited to address the Black July Remembrance Event held at Parramatta on Sunday 25 
July. Whilst remember the 4000 Tamil lives lost in 1983, she brought attention to the tens of thousands of Tamil lives 
lost since then and called upon the Tamil community to work harder and move faster to ensure more Tamil lives are 
not lost at the hands of a genocidal Sri Lankan state regime  
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With Labor and the Liberals announcing 
their respective asylum policies yesterday, 
the debate has again re-focussed on how to 
stop the boat people coming. 
 
However, if both parties are serious about 
cutting down on asylum seekers from Sri 
Lanka, they need to look at the root cause 
of the problem and review their foreign 
policy in regards to Sri Lanka.  
 
While our Western allies continue to pub-
licly denounce Sri Lanka's appalling treat-
ment of its civilians, Tamils in particular, 
Australia is yet to publicly condemn any of 
the country's current or past acts.  
 
This week, the European Union (EU) an-
nounced its withdrawal of trade benefits to 
Sri Lanka, known as GSP Plus, blaming the 
country's appalling human rights record. 
Despite several months of discussions, the 
Sri Lankan government opted to place the 
EU's request "in the dustbin" rather than 
implement human rights conventions. 

 
Earlier this year, the United 
States State Department re-
leased a report highlighting 
serious human rights viola-
tions in Sri Lanka. Stating 
that the "overwhelming ma-
jority of victims of human 
rights violations, such as ex-
trajudicial killings and disap-
pearances, were young male 
Tamils", it reported there 
were "secret government 
facilities where suspected 
LTTE sympathi[s]ers were 
taken, tortured, and often 
killed". It further reported 
that the "government re-
quired Tamils who wished to 
move within the country, 
especially those Tamils living 
in Jaffna, to obtain special 
passes issued by security 
forces" highlighting that 
Tamils regardless of whether 
in the North, East or in the 
capital, Colombo, faced har-

assment and lack of free-
dom of movement:  
 
"Security forces at army 
checkpoints in Colombo fre-
quently harassed Tamils. 
After the government assumed 
effective control of the east, 
both the government and the 
TMVP operated checkpoints 
that impeded the free move-
ment of residents, especially 
Tamils" with "Tamils 
throughout the country, but 
especially in the conflict-
affected north and east, re-
ported frequent harassment of 
young and middle-aged Tamil 
men by security forces and 
parami l i t ar y  g r oup s" . 
 
The response of the Sri  

Lankan government 
was to dismiss the 
credibility of the 
sources rather than 
investigate the claims. 
 
In addition to human 
rights violations, evi-
dence suggesting that 
war crimes may have 
taken place in Sri Lanka 
continues to mount. In 
May 2010, one year 
since Sri Lanka declared 
an end to the war, Hu-
man Rights Watch and 
the International Crisis 
Group released inde-
pendent reports on 
alleged war crimes, con-
sisting of eye witness 
testimonies and photo-
graphs. In addition to 
this, video footage of 
admissions by a Sri 
Lankan army com-
mander and a frontline 
soldier have also been 
reported reinforcing 
these allegations.  
 

More 

ATC in the Media  

Media Release 

In response to the article titled "Half of Sri Lankan arrivals have ties to 

Tigers" which appeared in The Australian on 14 July 2010, The ATC 

Public Relations (PR) team sent a media release titled "Sri Lankan Gov-

ernment puppet mounts scare campaign". The ATC PR team encouraged 

Australian media to contact independent credible sources and provided 

contacts for several such sources to be interviewed. 

 As usual, the ATC PR team also arranged for interviews with refugees 

and recent asylum seekers on request by the Australian media. 

  

Results of our hard work can be seen in the following articles: 

 

Gillard's Timor solution: reaction, 6 July 2010, SMH  
Asylum seekers set sail in a sea of silence, 7 July 2010, ABC Unleashed 

Sri Lanka has improved but people still 'vulnerable', 7 July 2010, The 

Age 

Mixed reaction over offshore processing, 7 July, SMH  
Gillard's `xenophobic' agenda, pressure mounts, 13 July, The Jakarta Post 

 Most Tamils real refugees, say experts, 15 July 2010, The Age 

Tamil Tigers at the front door, 16 July 2010, The Australian 

Eminent Australians write to Australian 

government 

 

The hard work of ATC Victoria's Political and PR 

teams resulted in the following correspondence being 

sent by Australian institutions and eminent members 

of the wider Australian community, calling upon the 

Australian 

government to re-assert Australia's rightful place at 

the forefront of upholding human rights in relation to 

the transparent inquiry into war crimes, crimes 

against humanity and other human rights violation 

during the 

period of the escalating war in Sri Lanka in 2009.  

The letters also urged the three month suspension 

processing Sri Lanka refugee application to be lifted. 

Letters to the Australian Prime Minister were sent by: 

 

1. Human Rights Law Resource Centre 

2. Medical Association for the Prevention of War 

3. Prof. Patrick McGorry from Orygen Youth Health 

Research Cerntre 

(Australian of the Year 2010) 

Asylum Seekers set sail in a sea of  silence 
By Dr Sam Pari-Australian Tamil Congress Spokesperson 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/south_asia/10514634.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/south_asia/10514634.stm
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/sca/136093.htm
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/sca/136093.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SGE62E0BF.htm
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/05/20/sri-lanka-new-evidence-wartime-abuses
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/05/20/sri-lanka-new-evidence-wartime-abuses
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/politics/international_politics/sri+lanka+option/3652687
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/stories/s2946853.htm
http://www.smh.com.au/national/gillards-timor-solution-reaction-20100706-zyhi.html
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/stories/s2946853.htm
http://www.theage.com.au/national/most-tamils-real-refugees-say-experts-20100714-10b5k.html
http://www.theage.com.au/national/most-tamils-real-refugees-say-experts-20100714-10b5k.html
http://www.smh.com.au/national/mixed-reaction-over-offshore-processing-20100706-zz4t.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2010/07/13/gillard039s-xenophobic039-agenda-pressure-mounts.html
http://www.theage.com.au/national/most-tamils-real-refugees-say-experts-20100714-10b5k.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/tamil-tigers-at-the-front-door/story-fn59niix-1225892362845
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Black July  

Volumes have been written on the 
events of 23rd July 1983 both in Sri 
Lanka and outside Sri Lanka. All 
Tamils remember the atrocities of 
Black July and even many non 
Tamils know that it was not a 
spontaneous communal riots but a 
very well planned and highly or-
chestrated pogrom by the full 
might of the State and executed by 
the worst elements in the Sinhalese 
community. So in this opinion we 
will discuss only the significances 
of Back July. 
 
The 23rd July 1983 pogrom was 
quite different from the previously 
regularly occurring communal riots 
starting from 1958 both in scale 
(more than 3000 killed in a few 
days, more than 500 cars burnt 
with people inside and similar 
numbers of houses and businesses 
destroyed for BBC to declare that 
Colombo was on fire) and in qual-
ity in that State Terrorism was in 
action in full swing for the first 
time against civil life. Gangs were 
engaged in the actions with the 
encouragement of the security 
forces. It is to be noted that the 
ordinary Sinhalese people were also 
in shock and many helped to save 
countless Tamil lives though no-
body dared to save property. 
Though many of the Sinhalese 
people were indoctrinated with the 
Mahavansa mindset and though 
anti Tamil communalism was 
prevalent among the majority, the 
Government wanted a civil war 
first as a diversion from its prob-
lems and secondly as a means of 
continuing the genocide of Tamils 
which was in the minds of the then 
President and Ministers like Cyril 
Mathew which will further be a 

tronger diversion in addi-
tion. Everything was 
planned for and they were 
waiting for a trigger. When 
the bodies of 13 soldiers 
came to Colombo, they did 
not want to waste any more 
time as otherwise people 
may forget the incident. 
The desired results fol-
lowed and the civil war is 
history now. Though the 
GOSL managed some local 
journalists and some for-
eign journalists to spread 
the story that the shooting 
of 13 soldiers was the cause 
of the civil war and that the 
civil war (Terrorism) was 
the only problem, very few 
people (except those who 
promoted the war and now 
wants to share the spoils of 
war) believe in such stories. 
Even the canard spread by 
GOSL that the Tamils were 
recent migrants to the 
country which belonged to 
the Sinhala Buddhists, is no 
longer believed.  Even the 
recent ( April 2010) Coun-
try Report commissioned 
by the UN says that Tamils 
and Sinhalese lived in Sri 
Lanka from 3rd century BC 
and that the National Ques-
tion was antagonistic  ever 
since independence in 1948. 
It is clear that the end of 
the civil war has not 
brought any solution or 
peace. Only a solution ac-
ceptable to the Tamils or 
completion of the genocide 
of Tamils can bring a solu-
tion to the National Ques-
tion. The GOSL may prefer 
the latter but certainly the 
Tamils and even the inter-
national public believe in 
the former. In other words 

23rd July 1983 has not pro-
duced any solution even after 
27 years and at such colossal 
cost. 
 
23rd July 1983 divides two 
phases of struggle for the Lib-
eration of Eelam Tamils, a non 
violent and peaceful struggle 
which could be called Phase 1 
which was oppressed by vio-
lent and regular communal 
riots starting from 1958 to 
1983 and Phase 2, armed resis-
tance which was induced by 
the State Terrorist Pogrom of 
23rd July 1983. The occasional 
violence of militant youth dur-
ing Phase 1 never became a 
mass phenomenon in spite of 
discrimination in Language, 
Education, Employment in 
addition to suppression of 
agriculture in the Tamil Home-
land after 1977 Liberalization, 
not to mention the regular 
armed oppression and commu-
nal violence. The Scale and 
Intensity of 23rd July 1983 State 
Terrorism was pushing the 
Tamils to the wall and the 
Laws of Nature did not permit 
even the submissive Tamils 
(the Tamils were so submissive 
during Phase 1 that every Sin-
hala Boss would love to have a 
Tamil Deputy who will not 
dare to challenge) to adopt 
resistance by methods to 
match that of State Terrorism. 
If anybody says LTTE had 
Terrorist tendencies, they sim-
ply do not know the history of 
Terrorism in Sri Lanka. The 
period after May 2009 could be 
called Phase 3 of the struggle. 
 
The Phase 3 as of now is the 
continuation of war without 
resistance since all resistance 
has been demolished in May 
2009 by 20 governments. But 
the Laws of Nature are such 
that Resistance develops auto-
matically against oppression 
among all living beings just as 
friction develops against ap-

plied forces in the material 
world. So how resistance 
will develop during Phase 3 
will simply depend on the 
oppressors. There are 
many, even among Tamils, 
who believe that Tamils 
were far worse off in Phase 
3 than anytime in Phase 1, 
implying that armed resis-
tance is the cause of all 
present suffering. This is 
based on the wrong analyti-
cal framework of “Before 
and After” (remember the 
saying that the Palmyra 
fruit falling after the crow 
sitting on it). The scientific 
analysis of any intervention 
is by comparing the situa-
tions with or without the 
intervention although the 
without intervention is 
hypothetical.  Considering 
how the series of commu-
nal riots from 1958 along 
with all sorts of discrimina-
tion and armed oppression 
progressed towards the 
Black July Pogrom, if there 
was no armed resistance, 
the genocide would have 
been completed probably 
in a decade after the Black 
July. So the armed resis-
tance has delayed the geno-
cide by nearly two decades 
and still stopping the geno-
cide is a practical option. 
 
The form and content of 
Phase 3 will be determined 
by the oppressors. The 
oppressed people need to 
plan the way ahead in unity 
and solidarity with other 
oppressed peoples to mini-
mize the cost of their Lib-
eration. Remembering 
Black July should help in 
this. 
 

by Ram Mohan 
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Burying the ghost on Father’s Day  
by: A Tamil Son 

 Sunday June 20th, 2010 was just another day for me. Like many others, no frantic last-minute trip to get a cheesy Father‟s 
 Day card. No elation at hunting down the perfect gift he wanted.  
 
It was just me and painful and joyful memories. I am a grown up, but a scared 18-year-old all over again. Wanting, wish-
ing and waiting that Father‟s Day passed quickly.  
 
My father died unexpectedly and suddenly at the age of 53 – thanks to a single bullet. A piece of me gone, my flesh and 
 blood, my father, myself. A faithful Sri Lankan, proud Tamil, who enjoyed fine food, literature, and biking. Whenever he 
visited, my dad and I would be on our respective bicycles. I truly enjoyed biking around with him – so did he. It was „The 
Dad Thing.‟ Northern coastal city was ideal place for such activity, roads nestled by serene Indian Ocean, vibrant com-
mercial activity and it was a good place for him to get away.  
 
I remember sitting in the kitchen in Toronto, feeling suffocated by the news of his demise while yearning for a nostalgic 
past that I hadn't quite let go yet. Our shared activities in their camaraderie in nature played in my mind like a slideshow. 
Watching Ben-Hur at Savoy. Walking around the charming promenade along Colombo „Galle Face Green‟ together with 
ice-cream in hand. Frequently discussing literature.  
 
I miss the historic and little things about him: the way he‟d mimic historic figures – his favourite was Benjamin Disraeli, 
the fist Jewish Prime Minister of England for his fiery words. I miss seeing such impersonation, which is now a fleeting 
memory I try desperately to recall. Our conversations were a constant noise in my ears. 
He was my first English teacher. He taught me literature – his favourite was „Hamlet.‟ Once, he taught me how recite the 
poem „Piping down the Valleys Wild‟ by William Blake during a long bike ride for a poetry recital contest at school – I 
got the second prize. The kid from Papua New Guinea beat me to it. 

 
Ever since I lost my dear friend – also known as dad, 22 years ago, I have been trying to fill a hole. A hole in my heart so 
big I don‟t think it will ever close up. This void in my life haunts me. Walking around Toronto in the first few days, body 
and mind numbed by the shock, I did the things that have to be done in spite of the screaming inside and out. The right 
things. 
 
But silly me, when I processed the news, I was waiting to hear the good news. My 18-year-old brain just kept thinking 
selfishly, “Everything‟s going to be great again. My dad is not dead, it is someone else and the news I got was incorrect.”  
I had pushed the idea of my father demise so far back in my mind that when it was finally confirmed, I was crushed. 
Wrapped in my own arms, my body tried its best to reject the onslaught of emotion. Tears flowed. Anger rose. I couldn‟t 
breathe 
 
Plato understood that emotions could trump reason. After the tragic and untimely death of my father, I was a living 
proof of that for years after this life changing incident – I was engulfed in resentment. It was at that moment in that 
kitchen in Toronto the hole inside me began to burst open. While other 18-year-olds worry about girls or university en-
trance, I was struggling to deal with my father's death.  
 
My son‟s birth marked one of the many special occasions where I felt this way too. Ever since, I have felt the most raw 
and exposed on Father‟s Day. While no amount of time could ever fully heal the pain. So I wait. I wait for this day to 
pass and I wait for a day when I can look back on my life and be at peace with my dad‟s death. That day may never come, 
but I‟ll keep waiting.  
 
Father‟s Day arrived again; it‟s me versus melancholy – until this year. Spending a whole day with a joyful little guy who 
understood what father‟s day is all about as witnessed by his genuine and valiant efforts; who is also excited about learn-
ing to bike. When I got the bike out of his garage he was so excited, as evidenced by the wet, sloppy kisses he kept giving 
me. 
 
If there‟s one thing I have taken from my loss, it‟s that you can find strength in vulnerability. His death has made me 
more resilient and strong. I am motivated to be an achiever at everything I do so something beautiful and positive can 
come out of my darkest and most painful experience. I want his death to be meaningful.  
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Burying the ghost on Father’s Day….. 

More than half of my life, I have lived without my father in it, a fact I still have a hard time accepting. I‟m getting there . Slowly, but 
grudgingly. As someone who lost a parent as a teenager, I am part of a club that no one wants to belong to. Unfortunately, there are 
no perks in being a member. All I hope is that he thinks I turned out okay, despite his absence. 
 
My son once asked me what happened to his ‘appapah’ (Granddad) and I lied, “He died in an accident” to spare the kid from my 
nightmares. My dad‟s death is, and will always be, the defining moment of my life. There are no words I could say, amount of tears I 
could cry or wishes I could make that will ever bring him back. Without fail, a deep ache follows.  
 
For the first time this Father‟s day however, witnessing my son‟s beaming smile and excitement in overdrive when I took him on his 
solo bike ride. I have no doubt that I am doing the right thing to bury the ghost of the past.  
 
I know that my son will, once again, have the time of his life riding his bike with his dad. What more can I want for my son? It is 
„The Dad Thing.‟ He knows my internal dialogue. It is all around, this casual talk that is suddenly so full of sharp and painful edges. 
 
A daily salve for my red and angry wounds. With every passing day, no matter the rage inside me, no matter the pain in my heart, no 
matter the nightmeres in my head, there is some moment, some beauty, some extraordinary display of life through 5-year old helps 
me breathe, helps me smile, helps me be grateful for all that I have, all that I am, and all that I am becoming.] 
 
After this Father‟s Day, I have decided to cherish the memory of my father differently. I am committed to spending more time think-
ing about how he lived, and less time thinking about how he died. We both deserve that.  
Time for more bike rides with my son along seawall by the Pacific Ocean for occasional fall and grinding of the gears, while listening 
to our own breathing – in, out, in, out, in, out. 

 

I look forward to next Father’s Day. 

ATC Membership Renewal– New payment methods  

Dear valued members, 

We have taken your valuable feedback and made paying membership subscription and making donations simpler 

and faster. We have introduced new payment methods. Please visit our website 

www..australiantamilcongress..com-membership for the complete list of payment options. 

 

: BPAY  
Biller 

code126870 

ATC‟s strength is it‟s members. Your continued support and engagement with our activities will help ATC be-

come a powerful unified voice.  

You will be advised when your membership is due for renewal. If you were one of the proud members who 

joint us at our inauguration, your membership will be due in August. Please call us on 1300 660 629 or email –

info@australiantamilcongress.com to find out more information. 

 

With more people behind us we can reach our goals much sooner. So, we ask you to help in encouraging more people to join 

ATC and make it a stronger organisation. 

Direct EFT Trans-

fer to ATC’s Ac-

count– Account 

details on website 

http://www.bpay.com.au/


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through „Collective Global Tamil‟ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‟ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

